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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington 25 , D.C, 


AIR MAIL 


Through: Area Director, Portland 


Nov 26, 


956 


Chairman 

Yakima General Council 
My dear Mr, Chairman: 

First, I should like to apologize for not having) written 
to you earlier relative to Resolution No, T-38-56, which was passed 
by the General Council on December 6 , 1955. The text of t|he resolu- 
tion was received in this office early in the year, but because of 
the questions which arose concerning the General Council meeting of 
December 6, comments were withheld until those questions could be 
resolved. On August 28, 1956, Area Director Foster transmitted 
signed copies of Resolution No. T-38-56, which have been under study 
in this office. 

Section 1 of the resolution sets forth the General Council’s 
objectives which appear to be worthy ones. 


Section 2 describes the organization of the Gen 
and the procedures to be followed in calling, announcing, 
ducting meetings of that Council* This section seems to 
It is suggested, however, that great care be taken to sen 
of General Council meetings to those of f-reservat ion comn 
where it is known a large number of Yakima tribal members 


*ral Council 
and con- 
be clear, 
d notices 
unities 
reside . 


Section 3, which covers membership and boting in General 
Councils and nominations for tribal councilmen, is approved as an 
interim measure, with the understanding that procedures will be 
worked out with the assistance of the Yakima Tribal Attorney to pro- 
vide for voting by ballot in tribal elections and to permit tribal 
members who are away from the reservation to vote by absentee ballot. 

With respect to Section 4, which covers the organization and 
authority of the Tribal Council, it is my understanding that repre- 
sentatives from this office who met with the Yakima Tribal Council 
at the end of the summer suggested that when considering a revision 
of Resolution No, T-38-56, consideration be given to amending Section 4 


to include the text of the resolution of July 9 , 1947 , as well as 
the authorities contained in the resolution of February 18, 1944, 

I believe the suggestion has merit. The last enactment of the General 
Council should be complete as to the election and organization of 
the Tribal Council and the authorities that body is to exercise. 

Section 6 of Resolution T-38-56 states that the General 
Council at any regular or special meeting may repeal or amend the 
rules and procedures, acts, resolutions, ordinances and tribal codes 
by a two-thirds vote of the full quorum* It is assumed that a full 
quorum is considered to be 250 members. 


In discussions had by members of the Central Of 
with the Yakima Tribal Attorney and representatives of th£ 
Area Office, it was concluded that the Tribal Council shou 
take the preparation of a series of ordinances setting fo 
manner in which the council intends to exercise the authot 
delegated to Lt. The Tribal Attorney, no doubt, will dis 
proposal with the Tribal Council. It would be well to su 
ordinances to this office for approval. Also, all amendmb 
by the General Council to Resolution No. T-38-56 should be 
here for approval. If that is done, it is believed that 
and Tribal Councils and this Bureau will have complete un^d 
as to the authorities to be exercised by each of the gove 
of the Yakima Tribes and should eliminate misunderstanding 
future , 


I have indicated my approval on Resolution T- 
to the conditions set out in this letter. The copy of 
tion bearing my approval Is enclosed for the records of 
Tribe. 

Sincerely yours, 


ice staff 
Portland 
Id under- 
rth the 
i ties 
:uss the 
3m it such 
nts made 
submitted 
the General 
ers tand tng 
rning bodLes 
s in the 


38-56, subject 
tie resolu- 
t he Yak ima 


Enclosure 


/ s/ Glenn L. Emmons, 
Commissioner 


T-3 


8-56 


RESOLUTION 

I 

WHEREAS, in the absence of ary Cons titution or By-Laws, the 
enrolled members of the Yakima Tribe living on the Yakima Reservation 
believe that voting and elections should be held in the same manner 
sLnce time immemorial and since the signing of the Yakima Treaty o£ 
June 9 , 1855 , and 

WHEREAS, the Yakima Indian Nation is in need of rules of 
procedure to govern the elections of Tribal Councilmen anc delegates. 


ne 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Yakima Ce 
in session on this 6th day of December, 1955, at the Satu^ 
Washington, a quorum being present, th£t the following Ru 
cedure shall govern our Yakima General Council and Tribal 


ral Council 
Long house 
'.es of Pro- 
Council: 


SECTION L - OBJECTIVES: It shall be the object 

Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakima Indian Nation 


Lve of the 
to : 


a . 


Establish and enforce such rules and proced 
necessary to safeguard individually and tri 
property and resources for the use of prese 
generations and to promote social welfare 


of 


ares as may 
sally owned 
it and future 
its members 


be 


b. 


To safeguard, protect and secure rights, pr 
benefits, guaranteed to the members of the 
Nation by the Treaty of June 9, 1855 for al 


SECTION 2 - ORGANIZATION: 
shall be as follows: 


Organization of the General Council 


ivileges and 
Yakima Indian 
1 time. 


The General Council which shall consist of the membership 
as a whole, shall elect from its eligible rembers, as 
hereinafter set forth, the following officers: Chairman, 

Vice-Chairman , Secretary-Treasurer , Sergean t-at-Arms and 
four (4) official counters and two alternates. These 
elected officers shall serve in the positions that their 
titles signify until elected successors ar^ sworn in and 
at the pleasure of the General Council. 


b. 


The General Council shall have all powers 
except those which have been delegated to 
Tribal Council pursuant to the General Coup 
dated February 18, 1944. 


and authority 
:he Yakima 
cil Resolution 


There shall be a regular annual General Council meeting 
on the last week in November of each ancj every year, 
provided, however, that either the officer 
rrmnrfl or thp Tribal Council, by majority 
special General Council meetings. These G 


of the Genera 
vote, may call 
sneral Council 


meetings and the agenda thereof shall b^ advertised for 


not less than thirty (30) days, and notice olf 
shall be posted in all communities for a per 
less than thirty (30) days. 


the meeting 
iod of not 


d. A quorum of the Yakima General Council shall be two- 

hundred-f if y (250) enrolled members of the Yakima Tribe*. 

No vote shall be taken on any Tribal business or the elec- 
tion of any Tribal officers or delegates sh^ll take place 
when there is less than one-hundred-seventy-five (175) 
members present. It is also understood that no business 
is to take place after 10:30 p.m. on any da}'. It is under- 
stood, however, that once there is a quorum present that 
there shall not be less than one-hundred-seventy-f ive ^17 5) 
members to transact business each succeeding day as long 
as the meeting is recessed rather than adjourned. 

SECTION 3 - MEMBERSHIP, VOTERS and NOMINATIONS : 

a. All enrolled members of the Yakima Indian Tfribe under the 


act of August 9, 1946, 60 Stat, 968, shall 
all the privileges accorded to a member of 
Indian Nation and shall have a right to vot 
affecting the Tribe, after he or she'has reached the age 
of eighteen (18) years* 


dg entitled to 
the Yakima 

on any matter 


b. 


c . 


At the General Council meeting, the officia 
pass upon the qual if ica tions of the voters 
official counters are in doubt, they shall 
son wishing to vote to produce his or her c 
card . 

Nominations shall be by position, with the 
considered as nominated unless he declines 
tions shall be from the floor. Election fo 
shall be taken immediately after nomination 
for each position. All candidates shall be 


1 counters shal 
and where the 
require the per- 
urrent membership 


SECTION 4 - TRIBAL COUNCIL: 
Tribal Council shall be as follows: 


The organization Of the Yakima 


incumbent being 
Other nomina- 
r each position 
s are closed 
present . 


a. The Tribal Council shall be elected pursuant to the General 
Council Resolution of July 9 , 1947 and shajLl serve until 
their successors are sworn in. 


b. The powers of the Yakima Tnoal council 
to the powers and authority set forth in 


slmll be purouunt 

General Council 


resolution dated February 18, 1944, with the 
authority to select from within its own menv 
from the membership of the General Council 
Nation, delegates to go to Washington, D. C 
matters, this delegation not to exceed four 


additional 
tjership and 
Qf the Yakima 
, on tribal 
(4) members* 


SECTION 5 - ELIGIBILITY TO SERVE AS MEMBER OF YAKIMA 
COUNCIL, YAKIMA TRIBAL COUNCIL, YAKIMA DELEGATE AND OFFIC 


GENERAL 
lAL COUNTER; 


be 


The following requirements shall be necessary 
of the Yakima Indian Tribe is eligible to serve as an off 
Yakima General Council, a member of the Yakima Tribal Coun 
counter or as a delegate to Washington, D. C,, from either 

a* He must be an enrolled member of the Yakima 
the Act of August 9, 1946, 60 Stat, 968, an|d 
blood of at least one (1) of the origLnal 1 
stltuting the Yakima Indian Nation under the 
June 9, 1855, between said Nation and the Un 


b. He must have reached the age of twenty-five 


c. 


fore a member 
cer of the 
cil, official 
Council : 

Tribe under 
must be of the 
Tribes con- 
Treaty of 
ited States. 

(25) years. 


He must have resided continuously within tr 
the Yakima Indian Reservation for at least 


'he boundaries o 
five (5) years. 


Official Counters should have general knowledge of member- 
ship of the Yakima Tribe. 


SECTION 6 - AMENDMENTS: 

a. The General Council, at its regular or spec 
may repeal or amend Rules and Procedure, Ac 
Ordinances and Tribal Codes by a two-third 
the full quorum. 

DONE AND DATED on this the 6th day of December 
Satus Longhouse, Washington, by a vote of 194 for and 74 


ial meetings , 
ts , Resolution 
(2/3) vote of 


/s/ George Umtuch 


Chairman , 


Yakima General 


ATTEST: 

Joe Meninick 

Secretary, Yakima General Council 

APPROVED: Jan 11 1956 fsf Dannie E, 

APPROVED SUDjetL t_U cUnULLLono oa fur tl 1 i n my- f 

DATE: Nov 26 1956 /s/ Glenn L. Emmons , Commies 


1955, at the 
against . 


LeCrone , Super 

Wru>nmKcr 5 {-) 


Counc i 


.n tendon 
19 56 , 
.oner 


RESOLUTION NO 4 


1947 


BE XT RESOLVED by the Yakima General Council mi 
special session this 9th day of July 1947 that a Yakima 
is hereby established to be elected as follows: 


eeting in 
Tribal Council 


yeirs 


Seven members at large for a period of four 
members at large for a period of two years and thereafter 
elections shall be held every two years for the election 
members for a period of four years, to fill expiring terrft 
is further resolved that a member may be impeached or rep 
misbehavior by a petition signed by 25 adult enrolled mei 
tribe as presented to the General Council setting forth 
charges of misconduct by said members and the General Co ji: 
a 2/3 vote approves of the impeachment or recall of said 
Any member so charted shall be given not less than 15 da^ 
testimony in his defense. 


and seven 
general 
of seven 
s and it. 
ailed for* 
rjnbers of the 
specific 
ncil, by 
such member* 
s to present 


DONE AND DATED this 9th day of July 1947 at Ge 
meeting Toppenlsh Longhouse, Toppenish, Washington by a 


neral Council 
unanimous vote* 


ATTEST : 

(signed) JOE MEN1NICK 
Joe Meninick - Secretary 


(sgd) 


PHILIP OLNEY 
Philip Olney - 


Chairman 


APPROVED : 


(Signed) L. W. SHOTWELL 

L, W. Shotwell - Superintendent 


resolution 


; 3E IT NOW RESOLVED by the General Council of tie Yakima 
Tribe df Indians in the State of Washington meeting in Sfecial 
session this 18th day of February 1944 at the Wapato Lon^house 
on the Yakima Indian reservation that: 


HEREAFTER the Tribal Council or body of fourteen chiefs 
is hereby empowered to transact all business of the tribe 
provided that any measures of great importance may be re 
back to the people. 


ferred 


DONE AND DATED this 18th day of February 1944 lj>y a vote 
of 101 for and 4 against. 


(signed) 


THOMAS K„ 
Thomas K. Y a 
Yakima Gener 


Alluf 

Hup, Chairman 
al Council 


APPROVED : 

(Signed) L* W. SHOTOELL 
L. W. Shotwell 3 Superintendent 
Yakima Indian Agency 







